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Executive Summary 

 

The former Blake & Knowles Foundry at 101 Rogers Street is significant for its architecture and 

method of construction, and for its associations with the industrial development of Cambridge in the 

19th and 20th centuries. It is a rare and distinctive example of a specialized early twentieth-century 

industrial structure. The building and its relationship to the other surviving buildings of the former 

Blake & Knowles complex make an important contribution to the industrial history of East Cam-

bridge and Kendall Square. The building is also significant for its important associations with engi-

neer Luther H. Gager. 

 

The Historical Commission received a petition to designate the structure as a landmark on November 

23, 2016. On January 5, 2017, the Commission voted to initiate a landmark designation study for the 

property under Ch. 2.78, Art. II I of the City Code. During the one-year study period, which extended 

through January 4, 2018, the property was administered as though it were already a designated 

landmark. 

 

During the study period, the lessee, the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority, committed to preserv-

ing the structure and retained an architectural firm to prepare plans for renovation. Designation of 

the structure as a landmark will ensure that renovations are completed in an appropriate manner. 

 
 

Charles Sullivan 

Cambridge Historical Commission 

February 26, 2018 
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Final Landmark Designation Report 

 

Blake & Knowles Foundry 

101 Rogers Street, Cambridge 

 

I.  Location and Planning Issues 
 

A.  Address and Parcel Information 

 

The former Blake & Knowles Foundry at 101 Rogers Street is located on the north side of Rogers 

Street between Third Street and Fifth Street, and runs through to Bent Street. It contains a single 

three-story brick building on a 37,483 square foot lot. The assessed value for the land and buildings 

(Map 27, Parcel 82), according to the current on-line real estate commitment list, is $13,723,200, of 

which $6,136,400 is attributable to the building. 

 

 
 

101 Rogers Street. Assessorôs Map 27/Parcel 22, City of Cambridge GIS  

 

B.  Ownership and Occupancy 

 

The former Blake & Knowles Foundry property is owned by the City of Cambridge, which took title 

on January 9, 2012 (Book 58257, Page 379), and is leased to the Cambridge Redevelopment Author-

ity (CRA). It was most recently occupied as office and studio space. The building is now empty, 

having undergone interior demolition and lead paint and asbestos abatement.  

 

After an extended planning process the CRA has developed a community-oriented approach to reus-

ing the building:  

 

Map 27, Parcel 22 
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The Foundry is an adaptive reuse project to build a self-sustaining center for creativi-

ty and collaboration for the Cambridge community. At the intersection of the Kendall 

Square Innovation District and the East Cambridge neighborhood, the Foundry build-

ing will provide space and programs for the visual and performing arts, entrepreneur-

ship, technology, and workforce education within its historic, industrial setting. The 

Foundry will also help facilitate access for residents, especially underrepresented 

communities and adjacent neighborhoods, to the dynamic working and learning envi-

ronment of Kendall Square. 

 

The CRA has retained the architectural firm of Cambridge Seven Associates and is currently seeking 

an operator for the restored building. 

 

C.  Zoning 

 

The Blake & Knowles Foundry is located in a special zoning district, PUD-4B-IA1, in which the 

base zoning is Industrial IA-1, which allows most types of residential dwellings, most institutional 

uses, offices and laboratories, some retail uses, most light industrial uses, and some heavy industrial 

uses. The height limit is 45ô, and the maximum FAR is 1.25 or 1.50, depending on use. There are no 

requirements for setbacks or open space. The Planned Unit Development (PUD) overlay ñprovides 

flexible zoning standards for multi-site phased development with a variety of land uses and densities. 

A developer may choose to conform to PUD controls in lieu of the base district requirements, but 

must receive a special permit from the Planning Board.ò The PUD-4 overlay along Rogers Street 

allows a retail, office, and residential uses with a maximum FAR of 2.0-3.0 and a height of 65ô-85ô. 

101 Rogers Street, 2014       ConnectExplorer vis Cambridge GIS 

 

D.  Area Description 

 

The Blake & Knowles Foundry stands in an area of Cambridge that was historically devoted to 

heavy industry. Blake & Knowles and its successor company, the Worthington Pump Works, occu-
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pied three city blocks between Bent and Monroe (now Linsky) streets. Nearby industries included 

the Cambridge gas works, the Boston Bridge Works, two rubber companies and a chemical compa-

ny. Designation of the Kendall Square Urban Renewal Area south of Binney Street in 1965 was a 

followed Cambridgeôs industrial decline, and caused the removal of all the former industrial build-

ings between Binney and Main streets. North of Binney industrial buildings were razed or repur-

posed as manufacturers left the area. In the 21st century much of the former industrial land has been 

redeveloped for residential or research uses. 

E.  Planning Issues 

 

On November 23, 2016, the Commission received a petition requesting the initiation of a landmark 

designation study of the Foundry Building at 101 Rogers Street. Pending confirmation from the 

Election Commission that the petition contains the names of at least ten registered voters, the staff 

placed the matter on the agenda of the December 1 meeting of the Commission. On December 1 the 

Commission acknowledged receipt of the petition and voted to hold a public hearing on January 5, 

2017 to decide whether to accept it. On that date, the Commission voted to initiate a landmark des-

ignation study for the property under Chapter 2.78, Article III of the City Code. During the twelve-

month study period, which extended through January 6, 2018, the property was administered as 

though it were already a designated landmark. 

 

As described in another section of this report, the Foundry Building entered separate ownership after 

the Worthington Company left Cambridge in 1927. In 2009 the Alexandria Company agreed to 

transfer ownership to the city in partial mitigation of zoning relief for its projects along Binney 

Street, and the city accepted the deed in 2012. In 2015 the city leased the property to the Cambridge 

Redevelopment Authority, which took responsibility for the reuse of the property and developed the 

following goal statement:  

 

The Foundry will be a creative, innovative center that offers a collaborative environ-

ment with a mix of cultural, educational, manufacturing, and commercial uses. The 

renovated multipurpose building will be designed for flexibility and will be accessi-

ble, inclusive, and welcoming to the public. The activities within will be multigenera-

tional and multicultural, providing a citywide and neighborhood resource that is fi-

nancially sustainable for years to come. 

 

The planning process become contentious and the citizen petition was filed in response to comments 

from a key party that the site should be cleared and redeveloped.   

 

The landmark study protection period ended on January 6, 2018, and currently the Cambridge His-

torical Commission has no jurisdiction over the Foundry unless it receives a demolition permit ap-

plication. This is not considered likely, as the CRA has stated its desire for an adaptive reuse project 

and retained an architect to make plans accordingly.  
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II.  Description 

 

A foundry is an industrial facility that 

produces metal castings. Pigs of cast 

iron or scrap are melted in a furnace 

called a cupola. When the furnace is 

tapped the molten metal flows into a 

ladle that is carried by hand or by a 

crane and poured into a mold. Molds 

are made of sand packed around a 

wooden pattern of the desired part and 

heated in a core oven before casting. 

When cool, the iron part is removed 

from the mold, cleaned, and machined 

for assembly. Typically, foundries are 

accompanied by facilities for storage 

of patterns and cleaning of castings. 

Both molding and casting are done on 

the foundry floor by specialized labor-

ers. The work is labor-intensive and 

hazardous.  

 

The Blake & Knowles Foundry consists of a single brick building with a footprint approximately 

200ô deep and 125ô wide. Originally it was a completely open structure containing two cupolas (fur-

naces) for melting iron and two smaller furnaces for heating foundry cores. Single-story side aisles 

flanked a central hall that accommodated a traveling crane which carried tubs of molten metal to 

molds for iron castings; a clerestory with windows and louvers running the length of the building 

provided ventilation. The floor was dirt, which would absorb spilled molten iron and minimize 

splashing. The framing, which was exclusively wood except in the vicinity of the cupolas, was ex-

traordinarily heavy to accept the weight of the traveling crane. The foundry was originally connected 

to buildings used for the storage of molds and cleaning castings, but these were razed in the mid 20th 

century. 

 
101 Rogers Street, east elevation        CHC photo, 2017 

A renovation in 1983 adapted the building for office use. The basment was excavated for parking 

and two steel-reinforced cement floors were added for office space. The craneway framing was left 

in place, and constitutes the most prominent feature of the interior. A 360 sf lobby on Rogers Street 

Molten iron being poured from a ladle into a mold. From Fra Bur-

meister og Wain's Iron Foundry, by Peder Severin Krøyer, 1885 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peder_Severin_Kr%C3%B8yer
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provides access. According to the Assessors the Foundry contains a total of 79,476 of gross floor 

area in a basement garage (23,089 sf), a first floor (23,089 sf), and a second floor (29,938 sf). 

 

 
101 Rogers Street, north elevation    CHC photo, 2017 

 

 
101 Rogers Street, north and west elevation. A portion of the original structure was removed and the property sold to the 

abutter to accommodate the cooling tower.        CHC photo, 2017 

 

 
101 Rogers Street, west and south elevation      CHC photo, 2017 

 


